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Welcome Message From The Principal

Welcome to Future International Academy — Al Ain. We are proud to offer a
high-quality, student-centred American curriculum aligned with the California
State Standards, Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), and the UAE
National Curriculum for Arabic, Islamic Education, and UAE Social Studies. Our
mission is to empower students with the knowledge, character, and skills needed to
thrive in an ever-changing global society.

Learning is a lifelong journey that begins at home, grows through community, and
continues every day in school. At Future International Academy, we believe that
learning is shaped by the environment, relationships, and opportunities around our
children.

Our goal is to help every child develop confidence, respect, responsibility, and a
deep appreciation for themselves, others, and the world they live in. When students
feel safe, valued, and trusted, they grow into individuals who respect their families,
teachers, peers, and environment.

Our curriculum is designed to meet students’ needs and interests, and every teacher
is encouraged to build a positive learning community within their classroom.
Teaching is most powerful when it adapts to each child’s abilities while
maintaining high expectations for all. Through differentiated instruction and a
variety of assessment methods, teachers ensure that every child progresses and
achieves success.

With strong planning, dedication, fairness, and consistency, our teachers work to
overcome challenges and guide students to become future thinkers, responsible
citizens, and leaders.

We are committed to shaping a generation that contributes positively to society by
connecting learning with community life and service. Together with our families,
we look forward to empowering every student in their educational journey.

This Parent Handbook provides essential information about our policies,
procedures, expectations, services, and communication channels. We kindly
request all parents to read it thoroughly and keep it for reference.
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1. Academic Calendar

Future International Academy follows the official ADEK Academic Calendar, which
includes:

* First & last day of school

» Term breaks and national holidays

 Assessment weeks

* Parent—teacher conference dates

* MAP and IBT Assessment windows

* School-wide events and mandatory activities

The full calendar is available on fia.fischools.com and can be viewed by the below
QR code.
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2. Academic Information

2.1 Curriculum Framework

Future International Academy implements:

« California Common Core Standards (English & Math)

« Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)

o UAE Ministry of Education Curriculum (Arabic, Islamic Studies, UAE
Social Studies)

All teachers plan lessons that focus on critical thinking, globalization, innovation,
UAE culture, literacy development, inquiry, real-world application, and
differentiated instruction.

2.2 Assessments & Reporting

Students are assessed through:

Grades 1-8 Grades 9-12
Formative Assessments (FA) 60% 40%
Summative Assessments (SA) 40% 60%

Benchmark assessments (DT, MAP, IBT)

Parents receive 2 progress reports and 2 (End of Semester I & Final) report
cards per year, with 2 parent-teacher conferences scheduled in each semester.

Page 5 of 20
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2.3 Promotion

For KG—Grade 5:

In accordance with ADEK regulations, students in kindergarten to Grade 5
cannot be retained. All students are promoted to the next grade level. However, if
a student demonstrates significant academic or developmental gaps, the school will
provide support through:

* Individual learning plans

* Targeted interventions

* Parent meetings

* Continuous monitoring and follow-up

Parents will be notified early in the year if additional support is needed to
strengthen the child’s progress.

For Grades 6-12, promotion depends on:

» Attendance
e Academic performance — Students must achieve a minimum passing mark of 60% in each
subject.

o Completion of required coursework

Page 6 of 20
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2.4 Graduation Requirements

High School (Grades 9-12)

To earn the American Diploma, students must complete required credits in:

Subject Minimum  Additional MoE Subjects
Credits

English 4.0

Science 4.0

Mathematics 4.0

World History 1.0

World Language (including Arabic Language) 2.0 2.0 for Arabic Language - Arabs

Social Studies (Including 0.5 UAE Social Studies) 2.0

Islamic Education 2.0 for Muslims

Physical and Health Education 2.0

Visual and Performing Arts 0.5

Core-related Electives 2.0

Core/Non-Core-related Electives 2.5

Total Required Credits 24 28

Attendance below 90% may result in academic consequences. Refer to the
Assessment Policy for detailed information on American Diploma Requirements.

2.5 UAE Equivalency Requirements

A high school diploma from Future International Academy is eligible for UAE Grade 12
Equivalency if the following Ministry of Education and ADEK requirements are met:

1. Academic Requirements

* Students must pass Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, studying no fewer than five subjects per
year, excluding Arabic & Islamic.

* A minimum average of 60% must be achieved in each subject.

* Arabic Language and Islamic Education do not count toward the required five subjects
but must still be successfully completed.

Page 7 of 20
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2. External Examination Requirements

* SAT Mathematics: Minimum score 450.

* English Proficiency Test: IELTS Academic Minimum score 5.0

Meeting all requirements ensures students receive UAE Grade 12 Equivalency for their FIA

American Diploma.

2.6 Student Placement (Age Requirements)

In line with ADEK regulations:

« KGl: 4 years by Aug 31

o KG@G2: 5 years by Aug 31

o Grade 1: 6 years by Aug 31
...and so on up to Grade 12.

2.7 Support Services

* Literacy Learning Support

* [IELTS Support

* Behavioral Support (PBIS Framework)

* Special Education Needs (SEN) Support Services
* Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)

* Math Intervention Programs

* Gifted and Talented Enrichment Programs

* Career and University Guidance (CU Counseling)
* Academic Advising and Mentoring

* Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Support

* Health and Well-being Services (School Nurse)

* Parent Workshops and Family Support Programs

Page 8 of 20
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3. School Day
3.1 School Timings

For Kindergarten

o Monday-Thursday: 7:30 AM — 12:50 PM
o Friday: 7:30 AM - 11:15 PM

For Grades 1-12

o Monday-Thursday: 7:30 AM — 2:20 PM
o Friday: 7:30 AM - 11:15 PM

Students must arrive before the morning assembly.

3.2 Attendance Policy

Regular attendance is mandatory. Parents must notify the school for any absence
on the same day. Excessive absences (more than 5 days per semester) may affect

promotion.

3.3 Tardiness

Students arriving after 7:40 AM are marked tardy. Multiple tardiness may trigger

parent meetings or interventions.

Page 9 of 20
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3.4 Early Dismissal

Parents requesting early pickup must:

1. Report to Section Supervisor
2. Present Emirates ID
3. Sign the dismissal log

Note 1: Students will not be released directly from classrooms.
Note 2: Early Dismissal is subject to the administration approval.

3.5 Activities & Events

Future International Academy offers:

o Thursday Awareness Sessions for Grades 6—12, and Thursday Clubs for PreK—Grade 5.

o Sports teams

« Spelling Bee, STEM competitions, Reading Month, ...
« National Day celebrations

« International Day

« Educational field trips, etc.

Birthday celebrations are not allowed.

Page 10 of 20
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4. School Services

4.1 Transportation

School bus transportation is available for students based on route availability and
residential area coverage. Parents will be informed of available routes at the time
of registration. Seats are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis depending on
capacity.

Students must follow all Future International Academy Bus Safety Rules,
including:

* Boarding and exiting the bus safely

* Remaining seated with seatbelts always fastened

* Following instructions from the bus driver and bus attendant
» Maintaining respectful behaviour toward others

* Not eating, drinking, or causing disturbance on the bus

Failure to follow bus rules may result in warnings, parent meetings, temporary
suspension from bus service, or permanent removal from transportation.

Page 11 of 20
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4.2 Canteen & Food Services

FIA is committed to promoting a healthy lifestyle and balanced nutrition for all
students. Sandwiches, Salads and snacks are available through the school’s and
ADEK approved food service provider, following UAE health and food safety
guidelines.

Healthy Meals & Hygiene

* The school canteen provides nutritious, age-appropriate meal options, including
salads, fruits, and sandwiches.

* Fizzy drinks, energy drinks, and junk food are not permitted on campus.

* Students are encouraged to bring healthy lunchboxes when not using the canteen
service.

* All food preparation and serving practices follow strict hygiene and safety
standards set by the Abu Dhabi Public Health Authority.

Allergy & Medical Requirements

Parents must notify the school nurse if their child has:

* Food allergies or intolerances

* Dietary restrictions (medical or cultural)

* Chronic medical conditions requiring special monitoring

The clinic maintains updated health records to ensure student safety, and teachers
are informed about students with allergies.

Healthy Eating Policy

Future International Academy promotes positive eating habits through its Healthy
Eating Policy, which includes:

* Encouraging students to choose nutritious foods over processed snacks
* Prohibiting high sugar, fried, or highly processed items in lunchboxes

* Integrating lessons on healthy living into the curriculum

Page 12 of 20
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» Conducting awareness campaigns for students and parents on nutrition

* Monthly monitoring of canteen menus for compliance with health standards

Students are expected to follow the Healthy Eating Policy during school hours, and
parents are encouraged to reinforce these habits at home.

4.3 School Clinic

The Future International Academy school clinic is staffed by fully licensed and
qualified school nurses who provide daily medical support, first aid, and
emergency care to students. The clinic operates in accordance with the Department
of Health (DOH) and ADEK health and safety regulations.

Medication Administration

To ensure student safety, no medication will be administered unless all the
following conditions are met:

« A doctor’s prescription clearly stating the student’s name, dosage, and
timing

« A signed Parent Consent Form authorizing the school nurse to administer the
medication

« Medication must be provided in its original pharmacy packaging, clearly
labelled and not expired

The clinic will not accept or administer:

« Loose tablets or unlabelled medication
o Medication placed in lunchboxes or school bags
e Over-the-counter medicine without medical documentation

Page 13 of 20
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Medical Monitoring & Care

The

school nurse will:

Provide first aid and care for minor injuries or illnesses

Contact parents immediately if a student requires early pick-up or further
medical attention

Maintain confidential medical records for all students

Monitor students with chronic illnesses such as asthma, allergies, diabetes,
etc.

Implement emergency care plans when required

When Students Must Stay Home

To protect the health of others, students must remain home if they have:

* Fever of 37.5°C or above

* Vomiting or diarrthoea

* Contagious illnesses (flu, chickenpox, infections)

* COVID-like symptoms or respiratory concerns

* Conditions requiring medical rest or observation

Parents will be called to collect their child if these symptoms appear during the
school day.

Page 14 of 20
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5. Communication

5.1 Communication Channels

« Schoology — Daily announcements, homework, assignments, class resources
o Email — Official communication, important notices

o SMS — Urgent alerts and reminders

« Phone Calls — Emergency notifications or urgent matters

o iCampus — Report cards

« School Website — Policies, calendars, updates, general information

« WhatsApp — Urgent alerts and reminders

« Parent Meetings — Scheduled conferences, orientation, and workshops

5.2 Visitors & Volunteers

Visitors must:

o Present valid ID
« Wear a visitor badge
« Follow school safety protocols

Parent volunteers require prior approval.

Page 15 of 20
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6. School Uniform & Dress Code

The school uniform is mandatory for all students at Future International
Academy. Parents are kindly requested to ensure that their children adhere to the
dress code as outlined below:

General Uniform Guidelines

Students must wear the school’s uniforms only.

P.E. uniform may be worn on P.E. days only.

Only school-issued cardigans or blazers are permitted.

Students must be dressed neatly and in clean, well-maintained uniforms always.
Girls must have long hair tied back.

Hair must be of a natural colour, modest style, and neatly maintained.

Both boys and girls must keep short, clean nails.

No nail polish, kohl, makeup, or false nails are allowed.

Jewellery is not permitted except for a simple wristwatch. (The school is not
responsible for lost items.)

Uniform Violation Consequences

If a student does not adhere to the uniform policy, the following steps will apply:

1. First Violation — Verbal Notification

2. Second Violation — Written Notification

3. Third to Fifth Violations — Written Warnings & Parent Meeting
4. Sixth Violation — Suspension for 3 school days

We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring a positive, safe, and disciplined
learning environment for our students.

Page 16 of 20
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7. Safety & Emergency Procedures
7.1 Emergency Dirills

Regular fire, evacuation, and lockdown drills are conducted to ensure the safety and
preparedness of all students and staff. These drills help the school community practice proper
emergency procedures, respond quickly and calmly, and understand designated assembly points
and safety protocols. The purpose of these drills is to build confidence, minimize risks, and

ensure an effective and coordinated response in the event of a real emergency..

7.2 Child Protection

Future International Academy adheres to the ADEK Child Protection Policy, and
any concerns regarding a student’s safety or wellbeing must be reported
immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Officer. Additionally, the school has
prepared a dedicated Child Protection brochure, which is handed to all visitors at
the reception as an added precaution to ensure awareness of our safeguarding
procedures.

7.3 Health & Safety

Students must remain at home if they have a fever, show symptoms of contagious
illnesses, or require rest for recovery. This helps protect the health of other students
and staff, prevents the spread of infection, and allows the child to heal properly
before returning to school. Parents are encouraged to seek medical advice when
needed and ensure their child is fully well before resuming classes.

Page 17 of 20
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8. Technology & Digital Citizenship

Future International Academy is committed to ensuring that all members of the school
community use digital tools safely, ethically, and responsibly. Future International Academy’s
Responsible Usage Policy (RUP) is aligned with ADEK Digital Policy (September 2024) and
supports the ADEK Parent Engagement, Student Behaviour, and Student Protection Policies. The
RUP applies to students, staff, parents, and visitors.

8.1 Responsible Usage Policy (RUP)

The Responsible Usage Policy of Future International Academy defines the standards for
acceptable, safe, and ethical use of school digital systems. It applies to students, staff, parents,
and visitors, ensuring that everyone who interacts with FIA’s digital environment does so
responsibly.

This policy is a requirement under Section 4.1 of the ADEK Digital Policy (September 2024)
and supports other ADEK frameworks, including the Parent Engagement Policy, the Student
Behaviour Policy, and the Student Protection Policy.

8.2 Responsible Usage for Students

Students are at the heart of the school’s digital ecosystem. To protect their wellbeing and ensure
learning outcomes, strict guidelines apply to all student use of digital devices and platforms.

e Use of School-Issued iPads

Students may only use iPads issued by the school. These devices are managed through
Mosyle MDM and monitored using Apple Classroom. Unauthorized modifications,
such as tampering with restrictions, jailbreaking, or installing unapproved apps, are
prohibited. This ensures a safe learning environment in line with ADEK’s requirement
for filtering and monitoring.

e Prohibition of VPNs and Bypassing Controls
Students must not use Virtual Private Networks (VPNs), proxies, or similar tools to
bypass the school’s filtering systems. VPN use not only undermines classroom control

but also exposes students to harmful content. ADEK explicitly prohibits student VPN use
(Section 4.1 of the Digital Policy).

Page 18 of 20
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Academic Integrity and AI Usage

Students must respect principles of academic honesty. Copying work, plagiarism, or
using Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT, essay generators) to produce assignments without teacher
approval is a violation of school’s rules and Federal Decree Law No. 38 of 2021 on
Copyrights. Students are taught how to use Al responsibly as a learning aid, not as a tool
for misconduct.

Online Behaviour and Cyberbullying

Students are expected to behave respectfully online. Acts of cyberbullying, harassment,
or use of offensive language are treated seriously under the ADEK Student Behaviour
Policy and may involve escalation to ADEK or the Abu Dhabi Police under Federal
Decree Law No. 34 of 2021 (Cybercrimes).

Data Privacy

Students must never attempt to access or share personal data about peers or staff without
authorization. Student accounts and passwords are personal and must not be shared.

8.3 Responsible Usage for Parents

Parents play a vital role in supporting Future International Academy digital safeguarding
framework, particularly outside school hours.

Monitoring and Guidance

Parents are expected to monitor their child’s use of Future International Academy -
issued devices at home. They should report concerns about inappropriate content or
behaviour to the school’s Social Worker or ICT staff.

Consent and Data Sharing
Parents must provide explicit consent for the use of student data, photos, or videos
through the Parent Consent Form. Future International Academy shares student data

with ADEK only where required by law, under Federal Decree Law No. 18 of 2020 on
Private Education and Law No. 9 of 2018 (Establishment of ADEK).

Page 19 of 20
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e Awareness Participation

Parents are encouraged to attend the school’s digital awareness workshops. These
sessions explain topics such as cyber safety, device monitoring, and screen time
management. Parental participation reinforces consistency between home and school.

9 Contact Information

Future International Academy — Al Ain
Phone: 03-764-6888

Email: info@fischools.com

Website: fia.fischools.com

We look forward to partnering with you to ensure a successful year for your
child at Future International Academy!
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