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Visual Art Education Curriculum 
 

 
Grade 1 
 
Processing, analyzing, and responding to sensory information through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts. 
 
Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, and the environment. 
They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Students will explore, challenge, develop, and express ideas, using the skills, language, 
techniques, and processes of the arts. 
 
Explore line, shape and form, space, color, value and texture and the principles of pattern and 
repetition in the visual environment. 
 
Explore basic Handcraft skills, techniques. 
 
Grade 2 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations . 
 
Develop Perceptual Skills and Visual Arts Vocabulary. 
 
Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning 
and intent in original works of art. 
 
Students analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
 
Students analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according 
to the elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Grade 3 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic processes and 
skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
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Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject Areas 
and to Careers Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. 
 
They develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and 
management of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also 
learn about careers in and related to the visual arts. 
 
Grade 4 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic processes and 
skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject Areas 
and to Careers Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They 
develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management 
of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about 
careers in and related to the visual arts. 
 
 
Grade 5  
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations . 
 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic processes and 
skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
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CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS connecting and applying “What Is Learned 
in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms”, Subject Areas and to Careers Students apply what they 
learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in 
problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to 
lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to the visual arts. 
 
Grade 6 
  
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic processes and 
skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art.  
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.  
 
Responding to, analyzing, and making judgments about works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Connecting and applying what is learned in the Visual Arts to other Art Forms and subject areas 
and to careers students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They 
develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management 
of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about 
careers in and related to the visual arts.  
(Research how art was used in theatrical productions in the past and in the present).   
 
Grade 7 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Describe the environment and selected works of art, using the elements of art and the principles 
of design. 
 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic processes and 
skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.  
 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities.  
 
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject Areas 
and to Careers Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They 
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develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management 
of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about 
careers in and related to the visual arts.  
Use various drawing skills and techniques to depict lifestyles and scenes from selected 
civilizations.  
  
Grade 8 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Analyze the use of the elements of art and the principles of design as they relate to meaning in 
video, film, or electronic media. Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students 
apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent 
in original works of art. 
 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject Areas 
and to Careers Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They 
develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management 
of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about 
careers in and related to the visual arts. 
 
Select a favorite artist and some of his or her works of art and create a music video that expresses 
personal ideas and views about the artist. 
Work collaboratively with a community artist to create a work of art, such as a mural, and write a 
report about the skills needed to become a professional artist. 
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Grade 9 - 12 
 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, 
and the environment. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations. 
 
Develop Perceptual Skills and Visual Arts Vocabulary. 
 
Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design. 
 
Analyze and discuss complex ideas, such as distortion, color theory, arbitrary color, scale, 
expressive content, and real versus virtual in works of art.  Discuss a series of their original works 
of art, using the appropriate vocabulary of art. Analyze their works of art as to personal direction 
and style. Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts Students apply artistic 
processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original 
works of art. 
 
Solve a visual arts problem that involves the effective use of the elements of art and the principles 
of design.  Prepare a portfolio of original two- and three-dimensional works of art that reflects 
refined craftsmanship and technical skills. 
 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the Visual Arts Students 
analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the 
world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.  
 
Identify similarities and differences in the purposes of art created in selected cultures.  Identify and 
describe the role and influence of new technologies on contemporary works of art. 
 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts Students 
analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the 
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Formulate and support a position regarding the aesthetic value of a specific work of art and 
change or defend that position after considering the views of others Articulate the process and 
rationale for refining and reworking one of their own works of art Employ the conventions of art 
criticism in writing and speaking about works of art. 
 
Design an advertising campaign for a theatre or dance production held at a school, creating 
images that represent characters and major events in the production. Create a work of art that 
communicates a cross-cultural or universal theme taken from literature or history. 
 
Apply various art-related theoretical perspectives to their own works of art and the work of others 
in classroom critiques.  Construct a rationale for the validity of a specific work of art—
artwork that falls outside their own conceptions of art. Develop written criteria for the selection of 
a body of work from their portfolios that represents significant achievements. 
 
 


